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Dr. Samarth Kulkarni
Chief Business Officer, CRISPR Therapeutics 
Samarth (Sam) Kulkarni is the Chief Business Officer of CRISPR Therapeutics since 2015.  At 
CRISPR, Sam is responsible for Corporate Strategy, Business Development, and Investor Rela-
tions. Sam has significant expertise in strategy and operations in biotech and a wide range of 
related cutting-edge therapeutic technologies. He was previously a Partner at McKinsey and 
Company, where he had a leading role in the Pharmaceutical and Medical products practice. 
While at McKinsey, Sam co-led the biotech practice and served a number of biotechnology 
companies on topics ranging from strategy to operations. Additionally, he led initiatives in areas 

such as personal- ized medicine and immunotherapy, where he co-authored several publications.
Sam received his Ph.D. in Bioengineering and Nanotechnology from the University of Washington and a B. Tech. from 
the Indian Institute of Technology. While at the University of Washington, he conducted research in the delivery of 
biological drugs and in the field of molecular diagnostics, and published in leading journals.

Ken LeClair, PhD
VP, Technical Development and Manufacturing
Ken LeClair received his undergraduate degree from Bowdoin College and a Ph.D. in Immunobi-
ology from Yale University.
He did a postdoc at the MIT Center for Cancer Research and had an academic appointment as 
Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Immunology Division of the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center at the Harvard Medical School.
Ken left academics and worked at several small biotech companies in the Boston area before 
joining Novartis in 2008.
Ken spent the first 4 years at Novartis performing developability assessments for biologics candi-

dates coming into Development from the NIBR discovery research organization.
He then performed the technical diligence for the CART immunotherapy collaboration with UPenn and helped to 
establish the Novartis Cell and Gene therapy Unit, until it was recently reorganized.
He joined Editas Medicine late in 2016 and is working to help bring CRISPR-based therapies to the clinic and to market.

Carmen Bozic, M.D.
Carmen Bozic MD is Senior Vice President of Global Development at Biogen, accountable for 
developing, obtaining and maintaining regulatory approval of therapies in Biogen’s therapeutic 
focus areas of Neurodegenerative and Rare Diseases. Dr. Bozic is an experienced drug development 
leader with 18 years of progressively increasing responsibilities in the biopharmaceutical industry.  
Her Global Development organization includes Regulatory Affairs, Safety and Benefit-Risk Man-
agement, Biometrics, Global Clinical Operations, R&D Compliance, Medical Writing, as well as 
Development Sciences in Japan.  Previously, she oversaw Clinical Development in the Neurology, 

Immunology and Hematology Therapeutic Areas as well as Preclinical Safety and was the former SVP and Global Head of 
Safety and Benefit-Risk Management at Biogen.  In her leadership roles at Biogen, Dr. Bozic has overseen regulatory 
filings and approvals of multiple therapies, including TYSABRI (natalizumab), AVONEX (interferon beta-1a) pre-filled 
syringe and auto-injector, TECFIDERA (dimethyl fumarate), PLEGRIDY (pegylated interferon beta-1a) and ZINBRYTA 
(daclizumab) for the treatment of multiple sclerosis, as well as ELOCTATE (Factor VIII Fc fusion protein) and ALPRO-
LIX (Factor IX Fc fusion protein) for the treatment of severe Hemophilia A and B in multiple countries. In addition, in 
her role as SVP and Global Head of Safety and Benefit-Risk Management at Biogen for several years, she built a 
world-class organization accountable for patient safety and epidemiology in the pre and post-approval pipeline and 
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Junzhi (John) Yao, Ph.D.
Dr. Junzhi (John) Yao received his PhD degree in chemistry from Wuhan University. After gradua-
tion, he joined the Department of Chemistry at Wuhan University in July 1994 as an Assistant 
Professor. From 1995 to 1997, Dr. Yao worked at Hong Kong University of Science and Technolo-
gy as a Visiting Scholar. He obtained Postdoctoral Research training at the Department of Chemis-
try at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, USA from 1997 to 1999 and conducted postdoc-
toral research at the Department of Chemistry and Faculty of Pharmacy at the University of Mani-
toba, Canada from 1999 to 2001.

Dr. Yao joined Medicure Inc. in Winnipeg, Canada as a Research Scientist conducting drug discovery research for cardio-
vascular diseases and stroke. His contract research experience includes a 3-year collaboration effort with Pfizer.
In 2009, Dr. Yao co-founded TC Scientific Inc. in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. He has been the CEO of TC Scientific 
since 2009. Under his leadership, TC Scientific has become one of the top CRO’s in Canada. 

Hui Cai, Ph.D.
VP of Corporate Alliances and Head of Communications, WuXi AppTec 
Dr. Hui Cai joined WuXi AppTec in 2009 as Vice President of Business Development, and is 
currently Vice President of Corporate Alliances, and Head of PR and Corporate Communications.
Prior to WuXi, Dr. Cai spent 10 years at Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceutical Research and Devel-
opment leading multiple drug discovery programs in the therapeutic areas of inflammation and 
autoimmune diseases. She is a co-author and co-inventor to over 40 scientific publications and 
issued or pending patents. Dr. Cai is a Councilor of the American Chemical Society (ACS) and a 
member of ACS national committee on Chemistry and Public Affairs. She is also a member of the 

Advisory Council of UCSD IRPS 21th Century China Program, and a member of BayHelix. In her past capacity, she 
served as a Commissioner at the City of San Diego Science and Technology Commission, Chair of SABPA, and President 
of SDCA. Dr. Cai received her BS and MS in Chemistry from Peking University, PhD from The Scripps Research Insti-
tute, and MBA from UCSD Rady School of Management as a DLA Piper – Athena Scholar.

James (Jianguo) Yang, Ph.D.
Dr. James (Jianguo) Yang has over 20-year extensive experience in biopharma industry. Currently, 
Dr. Yang is President / CEO Abpro-China ( Abpro, a Biotech company based in Boston area, 
USA). Before joining Abpro, Dr. Yang was CSO / VP Biologics in Qilu Pharmaceuticals, and also 
had scientific leadership positions in several global 500 pharmaceutical companies, including in 
Abbott Lab Pharma Division (current AbbVie), MedImmune /AstraZeneca, Genzyme / Sanofi.  
Dr. Yang has published numerous patents and scientific papers, and is an editor advisor and 

reviewer for Bioprocess International (Journal), and Executive Director, Sino-America Pharmaceutical Association-NE 
(2012-2014), and also reviewer for several scientific journals. As international recognized scientist in biopharma Industry, 
Dr. Yang is a frequently-invited speaker for international biotech/biopharma conferences. Dr. Yang got his Ph.D. in 
cell/molecular biology from Illinois Institute of Technology, USA.

addressed complex issues in safety and benefit-risk management. While in that role she led the development of the risk 
management plan for TYSABRI® (natalizumab) and presented on this topic at an FDA Advisory Committee, leading to 
the approval of TYSABRI for the treatment of multiple sclerosis.  She has served as the industry representative to the 
FDA’s Risk Communication Advisory Committee and is a member of PhRMA’s Clinical and Preclinical Development 
Committee. She is a member of the Board of Managers at BioMotiv. She received an MD degree and did her residency in 
internal medicine at McGill University in Montreal, Canada, completed a fellowship in Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Medicine at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, and was an Associate Physician at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center and Harvard Medical School before joining the biopharmaceutical industry. Dr. Bozic is a frequent lecturer and 
speaker on benefit-risk and other drug development topics nationally and internationally.
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Yongzhong Wang, Ph.D.
Dr. Yongzhong Wang is the President of Pharmaceuticals and Executive VP of Simcere Pharmaceu-
tical Group. He manages API manufacturing, sales and international regulatory affairs of the 
group, as well as Simcere Europe.  Prior to Simcere, Dr. Wang was the CEO of Chengdu Kang-
hong Biotechnology Co., Ltd, a leading biotech company in China. He was instrumental for the 
development and commercialization of Conbercept, a fusion protein approved in 2013 in China as 
the longest lasting wAMD drug in the world. As CEO, he led the company to achieve triple digit 

growth and transitioned the previously single product-centric company to a full-fledged biotech business covering integrat-
ed R&D of multiple products, commercial manufacturing & distribution, and international development. In 2016, he 
successfully led his team to open a FDA IND for Conbercept to bypass Phases 1&2 and directly enter Phase 3 in the US, 
a rarity for novel biologics originally developed outside the US.
Prior to Kanghong Biotech, Dr. Wang worked at Genzyme in Cambridge, MA, where he led critical projects for a number 
of innovative products including MACI, the first tissue engineering product approved by the FDA for adult cartilage 
repair. While at Genzyme, Dr. Wang had two US/PCT patents and supported international marketing.  He earned his 
Ph.D at Tufts University and had 10 peer reviewed publications with totally over 3000 citations.

Lynn Yang, MBA
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Lynn Yang, focusing on healthcare investment. Prior to joining Sequoia Capital in May,2015, Lynn 
worked at Legend Capital healthcare team. Lynn accomplished investment deals in different area of healthcare industry. 
Before setting her foot in venture capital, Lynn worked as business development manager in Johnson & Johnson and 
product manager at GE Healthcare.  

Mrs. Yang holds a MBA from Duke University and Master of Clinical Science from Huazhong Technology University.

Kenneth I Kaitin, PhD
Professor and Director
Tufts Center for the Study of Drug Development
Tufts University School of Medicine

Dr. Kaitin is Professor of Medicine and Director of the Tufts Center for the Study of Drug Devel-
opment at Tufts University School of Medicine. Dr. Kaitin also holds appointments as Advisory 
Professor at Shanghai Medical College of Fudan University in China; Visiting Executive at the 
Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth College; and faculty of the European Center for Pharma-
ceutical Medicine at the University of Basel. A former President of the Drug Information Associa-

tion, Dr. Kaitin is currently editor-in-chief of Expert Review of Clinical Pharmacology and serves as an expert consultant 
to the U.S. Department of Defense on bioterror countermeasure initiatives. An internationally recognized expert in drug 
development science and policy, Dr. Kaitin writes and speaks regularly on factors that contribute to the slow pace and 
high cost of drug development and efforts to improve R&D efficiency, and he has provided public testimony before the 
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Weng Xinyu, Ph.D
Weng Xinyu, Ph.D, is First Secretary of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China to the 
United States of America. As the primary point of contact for China Food and Drug Administra-
tion (CFDA) in the U.S., Dr. Weng is committed to strengthening bilateral food and drug regula-
tory cooperation between China and the U.S., and reaching out to the U.S. food and drug indus-
try.

Before being transferred to the Chinese Embassy in Washington DC, Dr. Weng served as a Division Director in the 
Department of International Cooperation, CFDA since May 2013. In this capacity, he was responsible for bilateral 
cooperation with foreign food and drug regulatory authorities, non-governmental organizations, as well as foreign food 
and drug manufacturers. Dr. Weng was essential in the negotiations of the Implementing Arrangement between CFDA 
and US FDA regarding the cooperative mechanism of regulatory staff in 2014.

Prior to that, he served as Division Director in the Department of Drug Safety and Supervision, State Food and Drug 
Administration (SFDA). In that capacity, he coordinated implementation of the 2010 Edition Chinese Good Manufac-
turing Practices (GMP) for pharmaceutical products, and was an active participant in the International Conference of 
Drug Regulatory Authorities (ICDRA) organized by the World Health Organization.

Dr. Weng joined State Drug Administration (SDA) in 1998, holding various positions including Deputy Division Direc-
tor in the Department of Drug Registration, and the Department of Drug Safety and Supervision. He was involved in 
carrying out traditional medicine registration and Good Clinical Practices (GCP) inspection, and in drafting Good 
Agricultural Practices (GAP) for herbal medicines.
Dr. Weng got his Ph.D from Shenyang Pharmaceutical University. He completed his MBA degree at the Birmingham 
University of the United Kingdom.

U.S. Congress on drug development and policy issues. Dr. Kaitin serves on several public, private, and not-for-profit 
boards of directors. He received a BS from Cornell University and PhD in pharmacology from the University of Roches-
ter. 
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2017-2018 CABA Leadership Team
President, 2017-2018 (Beginning on May 6, 2017)
Kevin Fang, Ph.D., Sr. Director Med. Chemistry, Sunovion
 

President-Elect, 2018-2019
Bo Ying, Ph.D., Director, Formulation, PNA Innovations Inc.
Vice Presidents
Jian Shao, MBA, CEO, Sword Therapeutics
Wendy Yang, MBA

Manager, R&D Operational Planning and Capacity Manage-
ment, Sanofi US 
General Manager of Public Relations
Qingqing Cao, Ph.D. Sr Program manager, Insulet Corpora-
tion, Billerica, MA
General Manager of Operations
Ellen Fan, MSc., Ph.D. Candidate, Senior Scientist, Smith & 
Nephew, Andover, MA
Director of Scientific Programs
Lan Cao, Ph.D. VP, CMC, Battersea Biotech 
 
Director of Communication
Shujia Dai, Ph.D.

Principal Research Investigator, Sanofi US 

Treasurer
Liping Zhou, Ph.D., Sr. Scientist, Ipsen
CABA Legal Counsel
Fred Gilman, J.D., Attorney, Lynch, DeSimone & Nylen, LLP
President, CABA-TX
Shautong (Xiaotong) Song, Ph.D.  Founding CEO of Icell 
Kealex Therapeutics
Chairman of the Board
Philip Zhang, Ph. D., J. D. Past President (2012-2013), 
Co-Founder and Chairman, Milstein Zhang & Wu LLC, Newton, 
MA

Qinglin Che, Ph.D.

Sr. Scientist, CMC, Tetraphase Pharmaceuticals  
Zhendong Zhu, Ph.D.

Principal Investigator, Celgene 
Yin Chen, Ph.D.

MBA, Director, BD, Accelagen 
Henry Gu, J.D.

Assistant General Counsel, IP, ARIAD Pharmaceuticals 
Jeff Hang, Ph.D.

Director of Quality Systems, Makromed Inc. 
Jo Lee, M.Ec.

Founder, Somebusiness, Inc.
Howard Hao Li, Ph.D., MBA

Cambridge Site Head, Novartis Knowledge Center, Novartis 
Jeannie Li, Ph.D.

Sr. Scientist, Pfizer Inc.  
Carrie Liu, Ph.D.

Associate Director of Technical Operation, Analytical, Vertex 
Pharphceuticals 
Xue Shui, M.Sc.

Sr. Research Associate, Onkaido Therapeutics 

Board of Directors

Zhihong Chen, Ph.D. Past President (2011-2012)
Chaoyang Dai, Ph.D. Past President (2010-2011), President, 
Boston Biosolutions
Jun Han, Ph.D. Former Chairman of the Board, Founding 
President, CEO, SOTA International LLC, Boston, MA
Shiwen Lin, Ph.D., Former Chairman of the Board, Director, 
Process & Analytical Technologies, Agenus, Inc. Lexington, MA
Susan Qu, Ph.D. MBA,  Past president (2015-2016), External 
Manufacturing Integrated Risk Manager, Genzyme Corpora-
tion, a division of Sanofi, Framingham, MA
Lixin Shen, Ph.D. President and CEO, Wuxi Howfond 
Biopharma Co., Ltd., Jiangsu, China
Eric Shi, Ph.D. Past president (2016-2017), Investigator, GSK
Zhao-Kui (ZK) Wan, Ph.D. Past-President (2009-2010), Head of 
Chemistry and a member of leadership team at Johnson & 
Johnson's Asian Pacific Discovery Center in Shanghai, China
Yihan Wang, Ph.D. Former Chairman of the Board, President, 
Shenzhen TargetRx, Inc., Shenzhen, China
Erxi Wu, Ph.D. Director, Neuro-oncology Research Center, 
Baylor Scott & White Health; Associate Prof., Texas A&M 
University
Junjun Wu, Ph.D. Past President (2007-2009), CEO, WuXi 
AllNature Biotech LLC, Jiangsu, China
Xiang Yang Yu, Ph.D. Past president (2013-2014), Program 
Manager, Accellient Partners LLC, Waltham, MA
Zhiyong Yang, Ph.D. Past president (2014-2015), Senior 
Principal Scientist, Pfizer, Cambridge, MA

CABA Advisors

Youssef Bennani, Ph.D. Site Head, Vertex Pharmaceuticals 
Inc.-Canada

Tim Clackson, Ph.D. President of Research and Development 
and Chief Scientific Officer, Ariad Pharmaceuticals Inc., 
Cambridge, MA

Yuan-Hua Ding, Ph.D. Senior Director & Head of External R&D 
Innovation - Asia, Pfizer
Pierre Dodion, M.D., MBA, Sr. VP, Corporate Development, 
Ariad Pharmaceuticals Inc., Cambridge, MA

Chen Li, Ph.D. Chief Executive Officer, Hua Medicine, Inc., 
Shanghai, China

Luke Li, Ph.D. Exec Director, Head of Global Biotherapeutic 
Technologies, Bio-Innovation, Pfizer
Shi Li, Ph.D. CEO, Zerun Biotechnology, Shanghai, CHINA

Yuanli Liu, Ph.D. Director of China Initiative, Sr. Lecturer on 
International Health, Dept. of Global Health and Population, 
Harvard School of Public Health

Dawei Ma, Ph.D. Professor, Shanghai Institute of Organic 
Chemistry, Shanghai, China

Tarek Mansour, Ph.D. EVP of Research & Development, Xenon 
Pharmaceuticals Inc., Vancouver, Canada

Tse Ping, Chairman, Sino Biopharmaceutical Ltd., Beijing, 
China

John Piwinski, Ph.D. Principal, JJPiwinski Pharma Consulting, 
LLC, New York, NY

Steve Projan, Ph.D. Sr. V.P. R&D, Innovative Medicines Head of 
Infectious Diseases & Vaccines, MedImmune, Gaithersburg, 
MD

Tomi Sawyer, Ph.D. Chief Scientific Officer and Senior 
Vice-President, Aileron Therapeutics, Cambridge, MA

Liming Shao, Ph.D. Professor, Fudan University, Shanghai, 
China

Suvit Thaisrivongs, Ph.D. Vice President, Pfizer, Inc., 
Cambridge. MA

Roger Tung, Ph.D. CEO and President, Concert Pharmaceuti-
cals, Lexington, MA

Yibin Xiang, Ph.D. CSO, Sanhome Pharma

Sunny Xie, Ph.D. Professor, Northeastern University
Gangfeng Xu, Ph.D. Divisional Vice President, Corporate 
Licensing & Acquisitions at Abbott Laboratories

Steve Yang, Ph.D. Executive VP & COO, Wuxi Apptec

Howard Yuwen, Ph.D. Co-founder & VP Corporate Develop-
ment & Regulatory Affairs, Genesun Pharmaceuticals

Zhaohui Sunny Zhou, Ph.D. Associate Professor, Department 
of Chemistry and Chemical Biology and Faculty Fellow, 
Barnett Institute of Chemical and BiologicalAnalysis, 
Northeastern University

CABA Thank the dedicated service from the retired EC members: Zhigang Wang, Ph.D. and Sue Ma, M.D., and also the retired VP: Zhendong Zhu, Ph.D..

Yueming Wang, MBA

CEO, Zhongyuan Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd., Beijing 
Li Xing, Ph.D.

Sr. Director, WuxiAppTec 
Chunxiao Yu, Ph.D.

Postdoc Res. Fellow, Harvard Medical School 
Jingzhong Zhang, Ph.D.

Sr. Scientist, Medica Corporation 
Wei Zhang, Ph.D.

Staff Scientist, Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics 
Youxin Zhang Ph.D.

Managing Consultant, Navigant Consulting 
Xiaoyong Zhao, Ph.D.

Sr. Scientist, Momenta Pharmaceuticals 
Ben Wei, Ph.D., MBA

Global Business Manager, PerkinElmer 
Cindy Yang, Ph.D.

Associate Director, Contracts and Alliance Management, 
Biogen Inc.  

Executive Committee, 2017-2018
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